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But the change is not in justice itself, but in the
things to which it relates. If we remember that
thought is the product of the action of the environ-
ment on our organs of sense, and that the environ-
ments and the constitutions of men are everywhere
different, thoughts must be different and customs
different. This is what separates man into different
national groupings, and unites man. with man in the
separate groupings. The genial philosophy of Herod-
otus, springing from his communion with men rather
than from solitary contemplation, took a different
view of custom. He is thus quoted by Sir William
Hamilton:

" The whole conduct of Cambyses toward the Egyptian gods,
sanctuaries, and priests, convinces me that this king was in
the highest degree insane, for otherwise he would not have
insulted the worship and holy things of the Egyptians. If
any one should accord to all men the permission to make free
choice of the best among all customs, undoubtedly each
would choose his own. That this would certainly happen
can be shown by many examples, and, among others, by the
following: The King, Darius, once asked the Greeks who were
resident in his court, at what price they could be induced
to devour their dead parents. The- Greeks answered, that to
this no price could bribe them. Thereupon the king asked
some Indians who were in the habit of eating their dead
parents, what they would take not to eat but to burn them;
and the Indians answered even as the Greeks had done." 1

And Herodotus added that Pindar had justly en-
titled Custom as the Queen of the World.

In associating Custom with Justice, therefore, we
do not dethrone the latter, but seat Custom beside

i Hamilton's Lectures on Metaphysics, lecture v., p. 60.